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SUBJECT: GOP GIFT TO BANGLADESH 

1. ON AUGUST 15, WHILE RECOGNIZING NEW BANGLADESH 
GOVERNMENT, PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO ANNOUNCED A GIFT 
OF 50,000 TONS OF RICE, 10 MILLION YARDS OF COTTON 
CLOTH, AND FIVE MILLION YARDS OF MUSLIN. WORTH ABOUT 
$20 MILLION FOR BANGLADESH. ENGLISH AND URDU PRESS 
TODAY FRONT PAGE STORY THAT FIRST CONSIGNMENT OF GIFT 
IS BEING LOADED ON PAKISTANI SHIP YFIFM-E-ISMAIL 
WHICH IS SCHEDULED TO LEAVE KARACHI WITHIN THE WEEK 
AND ARRIVE IN CHITTAGONG BY OCTOBER 7. REMAINDER OF 
SHIPMENT WILL BE CARRIED ON FOUR TO FIVE MORE SHIPS. 

2. MFA OFFICIAL HAS TOLD US THAT SHIPMENT HAD BEEN 
DELAYED WHILE GOP WAITED FOR (1) CONFIRMATION THAT BD 
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GOVERNMENTWOULD ACCEPT GIFT AND (2) LATER, BDG WAS 
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PHYSICALLY PREPARED TO RECEIVE GOODS AT CHITTAGONG 
HARBOR. DIRGEN FOR SOUTH ASIA AFFAIRS IN MFA, HAY AT 
MEHDI, COMMENTING NOT ALTOGETHER HUMOROUSLY ON 
POSSIBILITY SHIP MIGHT BE SEIZED AS PACT OF BD CLAIMS 
AGAINST PAKISTAN, SAID THAT THE GOP HAD CONSIDERED 
THIS ASPECT BUT HAD CONCLUDZC THAT SHIP WOULD BE SAFE 
NOW THAT THERE IS A NEW GOVERNMENT IN DACCA. 
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